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RETUTRN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Franciscan Kitchen Mission Statement 
In the tradition of St. Francis, which recognizes we are all brothers and sisters, we are  
dedicated to providing food for the nourishment of God’s Family. We will maintain an 
environment of trust and fellowship to build mutual respect and beneficial relationships 
with our guests, co-workers, suppliers and community. These efforts will strengthen our 
organization and enable us to provide a much needed service to our community. 
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Wednesday, May 7, at 10 a.m. was a  

momentous day for the Franciscan 

Kitchen.  On this sunny morning, 

AML Inc., along with the Board of 

Directors, Operations Manager Chuck  

Mattingly,  Archbishop Kurtz &       

Fr. Jim Kent gathered with news 

crews and volunteers to perform the        

celebratory ground breaking for the 

new addition.  It was the beginning 

phase in improving the daily  

operations for the soup kitchen.  If 

you were unable to attend and  

wish to see  this special occasion,  

please view the video at : 

franciscansusa.org/ministry/ 

franciscan-shelterhouse. 

Groundbreaking Makes News 

thoughts... final 

 

Contact us at  (502)589-0140 
        or fsh748@aol.com 

Proverb 19:17 
  
 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord,  
And he will repay him for his deed. 
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Franciscan Kitchen’s New Addition 

Please Pray for all of our patrons that are homeless, in need of financial assistance, 

unemployed, addicted to drugs or alcohol. need medical assistance, abused or have lost 

their faith in God. 

 

Please keep in your prayers all of  our volunteers & donors who have recently lost a 

loved one. 

 

Please pray that God watches over the workers who are assisting in the construction of 

our new addition and to keep them safe from harm as he guides them in their work. 

What’s In The Works ...

Due to the rise in the number of patrons 

over the last several years and the  

generosity of those providing product  

donations, the need for more space  

became essential. 

Through the bequeath 

of several generous  

donors and the timely 

availability of the  

adjacent lot, we were 

able to move forward  

by initiating a project  

to expand our facility  

by more than twice its  

present size. After many 

hours of discussion, debates, and the  

typical construction hurdles and hoops, 

the new building facility is nearly  

underway.  AML Inc. will begin the initial 

construction around the beginning of   

September. During this time, many  

changes will occur  during this  

transitional phase.  Construction fences 

will be erected in the field next to the  

  present facility to house  

construction supplies and to 

cordon off the construction site    

in order to protect the patrons   

and workers. Parking will be 

moved to the lot directly across 

the alley behind the soup  

kitchen. There will also be a 

brief period of time that we 

will have to shut down to allow 

the construction workers to  

connect  both buildings together and  

complete the necessary task of revamping 

the existing building.  Please keep us in 

your prayers and thank you for your  

patience during this transitional time.                                                                       

We ask for God’s grace and  

blessings during this  

construction phase while we  

expand our mission to serve  

others in our community and  

help those in need as               

Christ did Himself. 

  

      Debbie Clark 
         Accountant 
   
   Richard Thomas 
       Maintenance 



The Need For Volunteers 

Change of plans >>> 

  The Reverse Raffle Is  
Postponed Until 2015… 

With the increasing number of homeless in our area, and the downward decline of 

available jobs, there is definitely an increase in the amount of meals we serve each 

day. The average number of meals provided per day at the Franciscan Kitchen is 

around 400 people.  This happens in the time span of 10:30 -12:30 p.m., Monday 

through Friday.  To accomplish this task takes a large number of volunteers.  In 

addition to the serving hours, we have crews of volunteers that cook, do dishes 

and transport food from 6 a.m. until  12:30 p.m.  Over the years, we have been tru-

ly blessed to have so many repeat volunteers, but often times there’s a need for 

additional help, due to vacations, health issues, family responsibilities, etc.  If you 

might be interested in helping out  on occasions or have a free day during the 

week, please stop in or call us.  We are always looking for helping hands.   It is 

amazing how feeding the poor feeds your soul.  It is a rewarding experience  that 

comes with a beautiful gift….Graces from God.  Please consider giving of  your 

time & talent today! 

   

Giving Back>>> 

   Facts...The Reason We Are Needed  
 

New Staffing 
 

We welcome Debbie Clark to the staff at 

the Franciscan Kitchen.  Debbie has been  

a Thursday Volunteer for 6 years now.  

She has also been doing the payroll and 

taxes for the Franciscan Kitchen, pro  

bono, during that same time period.   

Debbie will now be working for us about 

2 hours a week maintaining the payroll, 

taxes and accounts payable.   Debbie has 

been married to Jerry Clark for over 40 

years and they have two wonderful  

children, Jerry Jr. & Cricket. Debbie owns 

Taxing Times located at 4020 Preston Hwy.  

She belongs to St. Stephen Martyr Parish 

& her hobbies are golf and Texas Holdem. 

 

According to the Kentucky Interagency Council on Homelessness (KICH), “people 

are considered homeless if they do not have access to safe, affordable and permanent places to 

live. People often become homeless for a variety of reasons, such as health problems, family 

conflicts, limited life choices and the lack of a support system. Plus economic factors, which 

include the loss of employment or the lack of affordable housing, are playing an increasing 

role as well. As a result, the effects of homelessness are extensive and severe.  For the  

individual, homelessness means more than just a loss of self-esteem; they face dramatically 

higher rates of infectious disease, mental health problems, physical disorders disabilities and 

premature death. They also face heightened risks of becoming incarcerated or  

institutionalized.”  This information is disheartening due to the fact that the 2013 

Commonwealth of Kentucky Point In Time Count of Homeless reports that the  

recorded amount of homeless in Jefferson County, KY  was 1445 men, women & 

children.  Unfortunately, every year this number increases, which makes the  

Franciscan Kitchen’s responsibility to help even more apparent. Most of us are  

fortunate enough that we will never know the hardships of being homeless, so 

please help us to continue the mission Bro. Jim Fields started 34 years ago to change 

the reality for our local homeless and bring Christ into their lives! 

Reverse Raffle 

Due to the upcoming construction and the lack of time to prepare, the  

Franciscan Kitchen’s Board of Directors has decided to postpone the  

Reverse Raffle until the following September.  We do not have a firm  

construction schedule but feel certain this will interfere with putting on  

the raffle.  The preparation for such a raffle takes countless hours and  

volunteers, plus a location to ready the final preparations needed for  

the evening.  This is further complicated by the fact that the soup kitchen  

will be closed due to construction for a select few weeks, in order to  

transition to the new facility.   We thank you for your understanding and  

hope you plan to join us again the following year to help us continue to  

make this event a huge success.   

 

Many of us think  that if we  

don’t have  substantial funds  

to donate, it’s not worth the time,  

effort or would be appreciated.   

But on the contrary, it  doesn’t  

take long for those small donations  

to add up.  When we all work  

together great things can be  

accomplished. God asks of us to  

help our fellow man, so please  

consider a monthly, bimonthly,  

or annual donation.   Again, no  

donation is too small! 

Fr, Fred Pasche  
Fr. Pius  Poff  

   Brother Ambrose Eichens  
 Dan Magruder 
 Jim Fitzgibbon  

John Rowan 
Susie Murr 

Page Walker 
Joe Fallahay 

Dan Cristiani  
Steve Gettelfinger 

Fred Fields 
     
                                                       

                    The Best Gifts Are Never Found In A Box 

 
I’d like to give $______ in honor or memory of (please indicate which by circling one ) 
Name______________________________________________________________________ 
Acknowledge gift to___________________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip______________________________________________________________ 
My Name (donor/s)____________________________________________________________ 
My Address__________________________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip______________________________________________________________ 
Phone number________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your gift of honor or memory is tax deductible  
Mail form to: Franciscan Kitchen,  
                      P. O. Box 1673 
                      Louisville, KY 40201-1673 
 
       
 

Board Of Directors 

Sheppard Square’s Revitalization 
Sheppard Square, the housing project directly across from the Franciscan Kitchen, was originally built in the early 

1940’s  It was torn down in 2013 as a revitalization project to restore Smoketown and is said to be completed   

December 2015.  The $96.5 million dollar Hope VI project will contain 454 rental units and will be available to 

mixed level incomes.  As tenants begin to move in, an increase in the number of patrons that walk through our 

doors, could  possibly rise.  We are grateful for the revitalization of the neighborhood, but ask that you keep us in 

your prayers & consider donating to help us with the potential increase in expenses. 

No Donations To Small  

Changes At The Franciscan Kitchen 
 
Recently, some changes have taken place here 

at the Franciscan Kitchen.   On June  23rd, we  

completed the process of hiring a new  

Business Manager.   We want to welcome 

Heather Benjamin to our staff.  She will be 

running the daily office operations as well as 

coordinating our Annual Reverse Raffle.  

Heather has been an active volunteer at the 

soup kitchen for the past 14 years and has 

overseen our Silent Auction since 2007.   

Heather is an active member at  St. Anthony 

of Padua in Clarksville, IN.  She  is married to  

Jason Benjamin and has a  ten year old  

daughter, Mercedes.  Heather lives in New 

Albany where she  also works at Southern 

Indiana Rehab Hospital as an Aquatics  

Therapy Aide.  Her favorite past time is  

volunteering, reading & traveling.   

 


